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It’s tentatively summer

A few days ago | chucked
on shorts and sandals
and declared that sum-
mer season was now
open. Hah! I'm backin
long trousers and sheep-
skin boots as the clouds
scud saucily across the
sky, and my arms are
pricked with goose-
bumps as | contemplate
going upstairs for a long-
sleeved fleece.

But all the same there
have been glorious hot
spells and the first fields
have been rolled up into
large hay bales; goslings,
ducklings and chicks are
out on grass, safe in
their runs; shearing is all
done & I've been selling
the fleeces to spinners
and weavers.

Views are blocked by
trees in full leaf and wil-
low buds are rolling on
the grass in the breeze
like so many cotton wool
balls escaped from the
chemist. The calves are
growing by the hour and

are a constant delight.
Although we are keep-
ing the mums on poor
grazing and they are of
course being suckled
vigorously, they still
look like motherships of
gargantuan propor-
tions. We must be care-
ful not to let them get
crazy fat or it’ll be hard
to get them back into
calf later in the season.

Andrew’s efforts in the

polytunnel and veg gar-
den are paying off and
the lettuces and broad
beans in particular have
been wonderful so far.
Peas are a little late,
but there will be
masses of them, so pic-
ture me podding as if
my life depended on it.
The discarded pea pods
are great favourites of
the pigs, sweet and
juicy as they are. Al-

though some find
them dull, | love the
little yellow cour-
gettes, now offering
themselves in hand-
fuls— cut in slices
lengthways, sprinkle
with olive oil and grid-
dle on a searing heat
for a few minutes.
Fabulous with any-
thing, and a sprinkle
of fresh coriander .
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The lambing of the Herdwicks

Ah, the Herdwicks. Such a joy. We're
both so delighted with the new flock,
and we watch in amazement as the
lambs, born all black, slowly but surely
turn white on their legs and heads. In
time their fleece will turn brown and
then grey. The top picture is of the Herd-
wicks in the shearing trailer. One of the
lambs hopped up onto the ram’s back to
get a better view, and the ram, mild of
temper, showed no inclination to flick it
off. Below is a lamb at ten weeks old,
knees and face mottled increasingly with
white. All the Herdwick ewes have
lambed, the last one dropping her lamb
two months after the first Herdwick had
produced hers. We thought she was bar-
ren, and showed no udder at all until the
day she appeared from behind a tree
with a lamb of her own. She’s a very
happy mum, and the babe is managing to
keep up with its older siblings .

Mack goes o school.

...although that should
really be ‘Andrew goes
to school’. Having come
to the end of a 10-week
‘Obedience & Life Skills’
course (come, sit, fill in
Income Tax return etc) it
was clear that Mack
would benefit from fur-
ther education — not
least as a way of burning
off some of the excess
energy with which he is
blessed. Beginners Agil-
ity sounded like an op-

#
portunity to tear

about, balance on see-
saws, run through tun-
nels, hang from tra-
pezes & generally mis-
behave - so Mack was
keen. The instructor
promised me (privately)
that it was more about
self-control, balance &
body-awareness (you
have to learn a whole
new vocabulary involv-
ing noodles, check-
checks and zooms) so |

was happy. Infactit’s
more about training the
owner than the dog -
show Mack how to do
something twice & he’s §
got it & looking for the &
next challenge; | just |
hope | can keep up with §
him!
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Swallows (and herons)

The summer always brings hosts
of swallows to the farm, and their
first job is to patch up their nests
around the house, in the barns
and anywhere else that appeals.
By July the first brood have
fledged and the parents contem-
plate raising more.

Yesterday evening the farmyard
was full of swooping swallows—
tired parents trying to keep up
with the demand for feed and
freshly fledged youngsters testing
their aeronautical skills.

In the eaves of the outside stair-
case is a nest that’s had swallows
in since we’ve been here. The
parents nick goose down that’s
scattered about to line the nests
and when the birds fledge they
stand in line along the beam,
gathering courage to take that

Shearing

Shearing is such a punctuation in
the farming year. It might only
take half a day, but everything is
different afterwards. There are
fleeces to sell, the sheep are com-
pletely naked which changes our
daily views of them in the fields,
and it’s a huge relief for them to
be cool in the hot weather. We
can also relax our vigilance a bit
against the dreaded flystrike.

We stopped doing it ourselves as
the flocks expanded and every
year we thank Simon for doing
such a great job and being such a
hoot at the same time. Cheers
Simon!

first flight. Sometimes one  manic heartbeats, they just sit

gets confused by the win- calmly til you open your hand and
dow and twice this season release them into their new life of
I've gently scooped up a freedom. Rather different birds
bird and let it go in the right from the huge heron Andrew spot-
direction. They seem un- ted fishing in the river.

fazed by being handled, no

Simon relaxing on the wool sacks after shearing
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Grass fed lamb for you.

Although customers have re-
served lots of it, there’s still

plenty of lovely grass fed ‘“f o
lamb available for delivery QO AN
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grown on nothing but their 2

dam’s milk & our pasture. Nt |
Delivery dates are Friday 18th
September, Friday 2nd Octo-
ber and Friday 23rd October.
Half lamb box (app. 5-7 kilos)
£75 delivered. Whole lamb
box (app. 10— 14 kilos) £125
delivered. A whole lamb box
takes up about 1.5 shelves in
an average upright freezer &
will be cut to your require-
ments.
Your lamb will then be couri-
ered fresh, in chilled poly-
boxes, direct to your door.
. Legs whole or halved
. Shoulders whole, or
halved, or whole boned
and rolled
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. Breast boned and
rolled, or minced Loin
and rack as joints, or
as chops

To place an order or to ask

any questions, contact Deb-

bie on 01837 810569 or
email us.




