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Reproduclion is on our minds

Has it worked? That’s
the question we keep
asking ourselves, ever
since the A.l. man (no,
not the AA chap who
sorts out your ram-
shackle car, the Artificial
Insemination guy) came
and did his stuff. Sorry,
sorry! There’s no way to
avoid awful innuendo
when talking semen
straws, bulling cows and
armpit gloves.

It was 9pm one night
when we realised that
the two cows were si-

Left: Torwen Welsh Mountain Badger Face ewe &
lamb. Middle: Whiteface Dartmoor & her lamb

multaneously on heat,
riding each other enthu-
siastically again & again.
By 8am the next morn-
ing the A.l. man was
here, obliging. The se-
men came from a gor-
geous bull from the
other side of the coun-
try and we are hoping
that the cows will be in
calf and produce some
equally gorgeous young
in December. If they
come back into season,
we’ll just have to do it
again, and again if nec-

essary. Now we just
have to keep an eye on
Peacefull the heifer—
it’s her turn for some
test tube action as soon
as she comes into sea-
son.

Meanwhile getting the
ewes into lamb was a
lot easier as we have
our own rams. The
scanning has gone well
and we are trying to
ignore the threat of
Schmallenberg virus as
there’s absolutely noth-
ing we can do about it

anyway.

And then there’s
Daphne, the Berkshire
pig, who’s due to
farrow during lambing,
and it’s incubation time
too, so there will be
ducklings & chicks &
goslings. And it’'s time
to plant seeds in the
polytunnel.

Spring, that’s what it is.
All that burgeoning. It’s
enough to make you
feel positively positive
about life.

Above: Torddu Welsh Mountain
Badger Face lamb 8 hrs old

#devonlambinglive 2012


http://www.defra.gov.uk/animal-diseases/a-z/schmallenberg-virus/
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Rebuilding the old dairy

with lights and electric sockets,
that won’t drop a chunk of
rusted iron or a lump of ce-
ment fibreboard on your head.
And yes, the area in front is
still a mire, but we’ll scrape off

Remember the snow smashed
roof, the rotting concrete walls
and the complete waste of
space that was once the milking
parlour (below)? Well, it’s now
been resurrected as a machin-
ery shed, taking all the kit that
was once stored up the hill
where the cows now live during
the winter.

Sitting on the same concrete
pad we now have new walls and
a roof, a usable watertight space

Berkshire pork & gammon

Our pedigree Berkshire pork, gam-
mon and bacon boxes for this
Spring are nearly sold out but we
have a very few left for delivery in
May 2012. You can choose from:

delivered

e Whole gammon/bacon box
(app. 40 kilos) - £340 col-
lected/£360 delivered

¢ Whole mixed pork/gammon/
bacon box (app 40 kilos) -
£320 collected/£340 delivered

e Quarter pork box (app. 10 kilos) -
£85 collected/£100 delivered

e Half pork box (app. 20 kilos) -
£170 collected/£185 delivered

e Whole pork box (app. 40 kilos) -
£300 collected/£320 delivered

e Quarter gammon and bacon box
(app.10 kilos) - £95 collected/
£110 delivered

« Half gammon/bacon box (app.
20 kilos) - £190 collected/£205

the brown stuff and lay down some
stone, hang the gate, and skip about
a bit to celebrate the rebirth of an old
wreck. Wish it was as simple to do
the same with me. And wonder how
long it will take the ivy to resprout?

(arrives in two lots, with pork

box & gammon/bacon box

delivered on different days).
To place an order or if you have
any questions call Debbie on
01837 810569 or email:
debbie@southyeofarmwest.co.uk

Berkshire gammon
and bacon box
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Toe {rimming for those who can't reach their own {oenails

Everything we do with the cows
seems to be a first, but the hoof
trimming was certainly one of the
more dramatic activities. I'd seen
this piece of cow turning kit on the
telly but never face to face. It was
much easier than you might think.
Cows trotting calmly through the
race and into the crush, then a few
steps into the hydraulic handler, a
few straps put into place and then
the cow and machine gently and
quietly turned on its side . The legs
are strapped to keep them still and
then the hoof can be trimmed—
using a mini angle grinder. Cer-
tainly the cows looked a little wild
eyed, but as soon as they were re-
turned to vertical and stood on the
ground, they pottered back into the
cow shed as nonchalantly as you
please, with perfect toes to boot.

Pride & prejudice

Unusually, we’ve only needed to
do 50 metres of hedgelaying on
the farm this year rather than the
usual 500 metres, so Andrew did
it himself. Do you think he’s
pleased by his efforts? Beautifully
framed too, by the digger. | think
that digger was the main reason
why Andrew wanted to live on a
farm. And look at all the fire-
wood! That means there’s a
chainsaw somewhere just out of
the picture.

Me, I’'m happier with the animals.
| don’t trust myself with noisy,
scary machinery.
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Rare Pilgrims

Back in print with GY0

GYO? Grow your Own
magazine, of course! Edi-
tor Lucy Halsall came and
joined one of our Intro-
duction to Smallholding
weekends at the begin-
ning of the year and there
should be a feature about
us in the May edition.
Lucy pitched in with eve-
ryone else and took her
turn handling sheep and
getting to grips with the

Y they are definitely in

pre-breeding mode as

intricacies of smallholding.
Just think what a cow
could do for her garden!

(Grow =

your own

msu FOOD FROM YOUR GARDEN
NAYIONAL Auomms WEEX SPECIAL

Grow delicious frult with our ex
e
Community gardeniog: hwywmmwnmlmqmvhn

world is perfectly goose
oriented. The geese are

they have become sea-
sonally feisty, scaring
the dogs, yup our two
huge mountain dogs,
into the house as they
waddle round the yard
as if they owned it.

also the optimum age
for breeding strong,
beautiful offspring. No
doubt they will reward
their good fortune in
eggs at some point, but
I’d like to start incubat-

There’s nothing like some-
thing being declared rare

for it to become suddenly
popular. In 2012 the Rare
Breeds Survival Trust have

included for the first time
certain breeds of duck,
turkey and goose to their
at risk register, and that

includes the Pilgrim goose,

the breed we’ve been
keeping for a couple of

years. So now the
phone is ringing off the
hook (ok, slight exag-
geration) with people
wanting goslings and
hatching eggs. Only
trouble is, they haven’t
started laying yet (as of
end of February) and my
words of encourage-
ment are being studi-

ously ignored. However,

| have put an extra large "8 NOW, please.

pile of particularly fluffy
straw into their hut. |
keep their door open all
day so they can pop in
and lay their eggs at a
time to suit themselves.
There is mixed corn to
titillate the palate and
the grass is starting to
grow so they can nibble
on fresh shoots. There
is water to drink, to
play in and to mate in.
In other words, the



https://www.rbst.org.uk/
https://www.rbst.org.uk/

